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VIRGINIA IN 1637. 



Hakvey's Second Administration. 



(Abstracts by W. N. Sainsbury, and copies in McDonald Papers, Vir- 
ginia State Library, from the British Public Record Office.) 

(continued) 



Petition of George Menifie. 

( Abstract) 

July 17, 1637. 

Petition of George Menefie, who for the space of 17 years to- 
gether has resided in Virginia as a merchant of the Corporation 
of James City, and is now agent for many men's estates residing 
in England, to the King. 

He ever did and still doth aim at nothing but the support of 
himself and family and the flourishing of the Plantations in Vir- 
ginia and has paid to his Maj. great sums of money for tobacco 
imported into England with cheerfulness & comfort. But upon 
what grounds he cannot imagine but is desirous to know, he is 
commanded from his plantation & affairs in Virginia to answer 
some objection in England in the Star Chamber, where he has 
attended two months & upwards to his exceeding damage in 
estate, &c, for which his conscience tells him he has not given 
the least occasion. Desires leave to return to his plantation & 
the managing of his factories or the fruits of his long, hard & 
ingenuous labours will be lost, not for fear of being found guilty, 
for he is willing to give security for his appearance. Prays that 
his cause may be referred to the Council board by whose orders 
he shall most willingly be regulated. With reference to the 
Attorney General to report how far the pef is faulty, whereupon 
his Maj. will signify his further pleasure. Oatlands, 17 July, 
1637. {Domestic, Charles I, Vol. 323, pp. 126-138.) 
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Privy Council to Governor, &c, of Virginia. 

(Abstract) 

Sept. 19, 1637. 

The Lords of the Privy Council to the Governor and Council 
of Virginia. Whereas, Lawrence Evans, merchant, sent last 
year for Virginia in the Rebecca, the George and the Hopewell, 
not only divers servants, but goods to the value of ^2,000, and 
a factor who died on the way. Where upon much of said 
Evans' goods were embezzled by the Masters, Rich. Buckham, 
Robt. Page and Wm. Smith, and their mariners, and the resi- 
due was delivered to one Francis Poetres, another of Evans' 
factors there, who returns but £150 in commodities for the said 
,£2,000. Having taken the same into consideration their Lord- 
ships not only think fit that Evans should receive all lawful fa- 
vour and relief, but be assisted with the power of this board. 
They are therefore required to take a strict examination and find 
out the fraud and afford Evans their best favour, help and assist- 
ance in the speedy recovery of his said goods. Draft with cor- 
rections. 2 pp. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 64.) 



Order of Privy Council in Regard to George 
Menifie. 

(Abstract) 

Whitehall, Sept. 27, 1637. 

Order of the Privy Council upon certificate of the Attorney 
General signifying that George Menifie, merchant, hath put in 
his answer to an information exhibited against him in the Court 
of Star Chamber by his Maj. command, and upon a petition 
presented to the Board showing that pet™ plantations and affairs 
in Virginia do now suffer by reason of his absence, and beseech- 
ing leave to repair to Virginia, granting him leave to go to Vir- 
ginia, on putting in good security in the sum of ,£1,000 to appear 
in his Maj. Court of Star chamber when his Maj. attorney shall 
appoint. Draft with corrections. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 66.) 
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Order of Privy Council in Regard to William Pierce. 

Hampton Court, Sept. 29, 1637. 

Order of the Privy Council on petition of William Peirce, 
showing that about 18 months since he came into England from 
Virginia, in which time there was a complaint made to his Maj. 
against pet' and others, whereupon the Attorney General hath 
of late exhibited an information in the Star Chamber which pet r 
has answered, and praying for license to go back into Virginia 
for some short time to settle his estate there, granting his re- 
quest on his putting in good security in the sum of ^1,000 to 
appear in the Star Chamber when his Maj. Attorney General 
shall appoint. Draft with corrections. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 67.) 



Privy Council to Governor and. Council of Virginia. 

(Abstract) 

Sept. 30, 1637. 

The Lords of the Privy Council to the Governor & Council 
of Virginia. Whereas, upon Security given in the Court of 
Star Chamber to attend there when required, leave has been 
given to William Peirce to repair unto Virginia for the better 
ordering and managing of his affairs there. These are to sig- 
nify so much to the end said Peirce behaving himself peaceably 
may have liberty to follow his affairs and to return again for 
England according to the time prefixed for his attendance in the 
Star Chamber here. Draft with corrections. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 68.) 



A like letter to the Governor & Council in Virginia for George 
Menefie, merchant, dated and signed as above. {Ibid.) 



Order of Privy Council on Petition of the Daughters 
of Sir Thomas Gates. 

(Abstract) 

Hampton Court, Sept. 30, 1637. 

Order of the Privy Council on petition of Margaret and Eliz- 
abeth Gates, daughters of Sir Thomas Gates and of Margaret 



270 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

Gates, widow of Anthony Gates, son of Sir Thomas. About 
three years past they petitioned his Maj. for moneys due to Capt. 
Thomas Gates, deceased, son of Sir Thomas, for his service in 
the voyages to Cadiz, Rhe and Rochelle, in which service by a 
cannon shot he lost his life. His Majesty referred the petition 
to the late Lord Treasurer, but he dying, nothing was done. 
Petitioners being destitute of means to relieve their wants or to 
convey them into Virginia where their father, Governor of "that 
isle," died and left his estate in the hands of persons who have 
ever since detained the same, besought the Lords to be a means 
to the now Lord Treasurer for payment of the moneys due to 
Capt. Thomas Gates. The Lords prayed the Lord Treasurer, 
when petitioners shall make appear what is due, to give order 
for payment thereof. 

{Domestic Cor respond., Charles I, Vol. 368, No. 91.) 



Sir John Harvey to Robert Reade. 
(Abstract) 

Sir John Harvey to Robert Reade.* His brother is well in 
health with him at his house but wants Mr. Hawley's supply 
which the Governor hopes will at last come to his hands. Has 
in hand a great business for setting a force upon a neighbouring 
Indian strong of people, but necessary to be removed or cooped 
up for the general good. Shall appear in person in this busi- 
ness for the better guidance of his own strength and to be ready 
upon all parleys. Hopes to find some very good opportunity 
to employ Reade' s brother in this occasion, & shall always study 
his good, for he is both an honest and well governed gentleman. 
1 p. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 77.) 

* Robert Reade, son of Robert and Mildred (Windebanke) Reade, 
was private secretary to his uncle, Sir Francis Windebanke, Secretary 
of State, temp. Charles I. In March, 1641, he was in Paris, having prob- 
ably fled with Windebanke for fear of Parliamentary prosecution. He 
was alive in 1669. His brother, who is referred to in Harvey's letter, 
was George Reade, who came to Virginia in 1637, and was long mem- 
ber of the House of Burgesses and Council. He died in 1671, and has 
many descendants. See this Magazine, IV, 204, &c; VI, 407, &c. 
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Memorial in Regard to Passengers out of England. 

(Abstract) 

1637? 

Memorial of the Customer of London "to the Lords of the 
Privy Council" concerning passes & passengers out of this 
Kingdom. By statute the oath of allegiance is to be adminis- 
tered to all passengers, and their names certified yearly unto 
the Exchequer. About sixteen years since, the late Earl of 
Portland being Customer, Mr. Smithby, by the King's servant, 
got a patent to make all men's passes and to certify the names 
of the passengers unto the Exchequer. A commission was af- 
terwards directed to divers officers to examine passengers, grant 
passes, &c. This continued until last year, then was a proclam- 
ation to prohibit all passengers but under six of the Council's 
hands. Then Mr. Mayhew procures a grant to be Clerk Gen- 
eral of all passes — and a new Commission is likewise directed to 
the officers of the Custom House, & others to [grant] passes to 
any that shall go over sea, returns to be made once a year into 
the Exchequer. And now a new Proclamation is set forth re- 
straining the disorderly passing and de * * out of the King- 
dom into America, and commanding that no passengers shall 
be permitted to go without license from his Maj. Commissioners 
for Plantations, and certificate that they have taken the oath of 
allegiance and supremacy and conformity to the discipline of 
England, the names of every half year to be returned to said 
Lords Commis". Now the Customer of London desires to be 
directed in these particulars: 1. Whether wives & children &' 
servants are permitted to go with those who bring these Certifi- 
cates for America. 2. How & where the returns are to be 
made. 3. Whether their Lordships restrain Virginia* to the 

♦About this time the rapid increase of settlements and the much 
larger area of land in cultivation, especially of tobacco, a crop requir- 
ing many hands, created among the Virginia planters a great demand 
for labor, and no doubt the persons in England who supplied this de- 
mand, were not at all particular as to character. For some years, about 
this period, it is probable (from the best calculations which can be made) 
that seventy-five per cent, of the emigrants to Virginia were indentured 
servants. When it was found that negroes made so much more valu- 
able laborers, the demand for English servants gradually decreased. 
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same limitations, because most of those that go thither, ordina- 
rily have no habitations, & can bring neither certificate of their 
conformity nor ability and are better out than within the King- 
dom. 4. From whom their Lordships expect an exact account 
of all their directions, the Customs of London desiring to be 
excused, and holding himself no way tied to it, but to see the 
oath of allegiance and supremacy administered. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 78.) 



Governor Harvey to Secretary Windebanke. 

(Abstract) 

James City, Jan. 29, 1637-8. 

Governor Sir John Harvey to Secretary Windebank. Has 
received intimation from some of his friends in England 
that the Farmers [of the Customs] intend to exhibit their com- 
plaint to the King against him as imputing the badness of the 
last year's tobacco to his neglect. Most of it was shipped be- 
fore his arrival in the Colony, tho' it is difficult to prevent, es- 
pecially if the greediness of the Merchants be such that they 
will refuse none of what base condition soever. Their acts and 
Proclamations condemn to the fire all that is not merchantable, 
and he can give many instances of his strictness in that course, 
both last year and this. Hopes the ensuing Assembly, in obe- 
dience to his Maj. commands, will take care to prevent the like 
badness in the commodity by erecting stores in each county, 
whither all the tobacco shall be brought and viewed. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 82.) 

(to be continued) 



